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The Editors:

For nine months during *89 and 90, | was
employed as a primate technician on the greai
ape wing at Yerkes Primate Research Center.
Since reading Anne Corwin's article on the
cemter [CL, April 6. I would like to share
some specific experiences and trv to refrain
from ranting. ‘

" The “noninvasive” research | saw was

1othing short of government-funded torture.
: " Imagine overhearing a docior say, “Oops!™
Nena, i during a spinal wp!) I have seen lit maiches
Ailaptst o PR A applied 1o the finger of an orangutan 10 make
She’s forbidden, She took the forbidden and put il “ her release the bars of a cage. I have seen
iz your l2p. Sbe's everything your mother told you i extreme cases of infant abuse and even

( 10sl2y away from and, therelore, it has a certain cannibalism due 10 mothering instincts driven
fricuon to it. It makes you want 10 be like her, Aher | havwire.
all. she made hersell — she made Madonna — a1l 1

Even animals who are kept only for

in a very calculating manner, She made being risqué

acceplable 1o 2 vounger generation. Who wouldn’t

wish they couldn'l map out their plans as success
fully s she did. She represents a wildness that 2 jot
of people are afraid 1o exhibit but want 10, If | had
thr boabs and the tzlent like Madonnz. I'd wear 3
steel bra and 2 “boy belL" 100,

breeding purposes undergo ‘unacceptabie
trauma from overcrowding. filth, -ear-
damaging noise and fighting. For weeks on
end during winter months they are confined
10 the indoor portions of their cages: flu
epidemics afiect the colony and it caretakers

alike. Some of these upes were rejects from
sign-language projects and signalled
frantically as | passed. Others were former
pets who made the mistake of growing 1o
full maturity. Many chimps at Yerkes are short
the usual number of digits and cars. noi 1o
mention the emplovees who lost fingers while
I was there. Some apes have holes in their |
skulls where monioring equipment was once f
implanted. Some are ex-addicts who shake |
around in their concrele boxes all day. | saw
baboons sirapped twice a day into
immobilizing chairs 10 have their gums,
experimented upon. The list goes on.... |
|
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Atlantz: »il PRl I resi f Yerk ‘hen they built
Sex. sex, sex. She's exploited it benier than anyone. rcs:gncd_ = T E:>d L“',
¥ bener e M T supposedly insect-proof screens around my !
ever ever buy &nything of hers, vet 1 have no prop- 74K Heg MING fe lan Afr:@r:‘:bizdbgi\;)sl::cp ;‘:}%&%&fﬁl/

iem loding at pude photes of her, 20d b videos - - Mo RIS 10 alli s R e
e ; ! this, but consider where vour taxes are going:
.77 amthemks nisque Tvs ever seen They are really . Eapier Ian Cook.
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