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A 15-year-old chimpanzee inten-
tionally injected with the virus that
‘causes AIDS more than a decade ago

ri-has- become the first non-human to
develop full-blown AIDS, the Yerkes
Regional Primate Research Center in
~ Atlanta announced Tuesday. .

The animal, named Jerom by Yer-
kes researchers, was one of 11 chim-
panzees injected with HIV between
1984 and 1986, said Dr. Harold Mc-
Clure, head of AIDS research at Yer-
kes at Emory University.

'Since the AIDS epidemic began,
up to 100 chimps at Yerkes and four
other primate centers have been in-
jected with HIV, and scientists had
"been expressing doubt a chimp could
develop AIDS. )

McClure - said -one reason. AIDS
has been so difficult to control has
been,the lack of a so-called animal

model, a ldb animal that can stuud in
for people in studies of the disease.
Now, he said, it is clear that chimps
can be used to test AIDS drugs.
McClure said HIV, the human im-
munodeficiency virus, showed up in
10 of the 11 chimps injected with itin
the 1980s. Two other chimps injected

‘with ““an HIV clone” never developed :

HIV ‘infection, ' he  said.'-Another,
named Nathan by researchers, re-
ceived an injection of another strain
of HIV and also dul not dLVLlU]) the
infection.

But Nathan received a bluud
transfusion from Jerom last August,

immediately became infected and

has started to develop symptoms.
Researchers diagnosed 'AIDS in
Jerom last August. No other HIV-in-

. fected chimp has developed AIDS. -
Neither Jerom nor Nathan is in

pain, and Jerom has been treated in

recent months for opportunistic;in- .
fections common- among AIDS pa-
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tients, McClure said. The chimp’s in-
fection-fighting CD4 immune cells,
typically depleted by AIDS, "have
been declining and now are at * um-
cally low levels,” he said.

None of the chimps at Yerkes will
be treated with AIDS dxu;,.s on the
market, McClure said.

Yerkes spokeswoman Cathy Yar-

Foven. ee . verl

lnuu;,l: said most of the 201 L.Iump!fat
Yerkes are involved in behavioral re:
search, with only a few in biomedich
rcscm'uh

Animal ' rights ddVULdlLS have
criticized the use of animals in such
research. But McClure said chimps
must be used, even though they are
endangered in the wild. A
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